jail on some healthy site away from the town. The total mortality in the jails during the year was, however, lower than that reported among the free population.
In the Punjab, although the death-rate was comparatively low, the convict population in common with the free population suffered in health from the character of the year. The admission, daily sick and death-rates all showed an increase over the rates of the preceding year, the figures being 1.990. 48 and 31*89 pei mille respectively in 1890, against 1.731, 39 and 29*92 in 1889. The increasing prevalence and persistence of pneumonia in some of the Punjab Jails, in spite of the remedial measure mentioned in the Report for 1889, call for special inquiry, and the attention of the Inspector-General should be specially directed towards investigating the cause of typhus fever, to which a considerable portion of the deaths in Punjab Jails is attributed.
There was a material reduction in the mortality of the convict population of the Central Provinces, owing to the total absence of cholera, the diminished prevalence of bowel-complaints, and to the generally mild character of such sickness as there was.
In Burma it is satisfactory to note that on the whole .sickness and mortality among the convicts were considerably less in 1890 than in 1889.
/u Assam, although the ratio of admissions into hospital during 1890 was as high as in 1889. the lower rates of daily average sick show that the diseases in 1890 were of a milder type. The total number of deaths among convicts was only 51 (39*21 per mille) compared with 70 (47*28 per 1.000) in 1889. Only 5 out of the 9 district jails, however, shared in this decrease, and at Dibrugarh there was a marked increase of mortality. It is observed that this is being specially inquired into by the Inspector-General of Jails.
In Berar the health of the convict population was very satisfactory.
